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WELL DRILLING 280.13

CHAPTER 280
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280.01 Definitions. In this chapter:

employeedesignated byhe department may act for the depart
mentin holding such public hearing.
History: 1975 c. 391995 a. 22%.937; Stats. 1995 s. 280.1

(1) “Department’means the department of natural resources Cross-reference: See also ch&iR 809 811, 812, and845, Wis. adm. code.

(2) “Groundwater” means subsurfacevater supplied for
humanconsumption.

(2b) “Heat exchang dillhole” mears an excavation or open-
ing in the gound tha is ceepe than it is wide, that extendsmore
than25 feetbelow the gourd surface and tha is mace for the pur-
posedf installing a geothermbclosed-loophed exchang s/stem.

(2c) "Heatexchange drilling” means the industry grdce
dureemployed in making heat exchange drillholes.

280.13 Additional powers of department. (1) The
departmentnay exercise such powers, and may promulgaté
rules,as argeasonably necessary to carry out and enforce the pro
visionsof this chapter It may among other things:

(a) Employ acompetent supervisor to supervise and inspect all
well drilling, heat exchangérilling, and pump installing opera
tions and aid in the enforcement of all laws and rules governing
the well drilling, heat exchange drilling, and pump installing

(2d) “Licenseddriller” means any individual who has paid thendustries. The department may also employ assistants, prescribe

annuallicense fee under £280.15 (2m) (c) 1and obtaineda
licenseunder s280.15 (2m)as a driller

their respective qualifications and salaries and assign their duties.
(b) Conduct investigations and experimefaisthe advance

(2e) “Licensedpump installer” means any individual who hasnentof technical knowledge and ascertain and establistethee

paid the annual license feender s.280.15 (2m) (c) 2and
obtaineda license under 280.15 (2mjas a pump installer

of groundwater pollution and for the casing of wells or other
meansof protection, and may hold public meetings and attend or

(5) “Pump installing” means the industry and procedurderepresented at such meetings within or without the state.

employedin the placement and preparation for operaticeqoiip

(c) Enter and inspect at reasonable hours wellsegngppment

mentand materials utilized in withdrawing or obtaining watethereof,all water supplies for human consumption on private or
from a well for consumption or use, including all constructiopublic property or may order necessary correctamd repairs of
involved in making entrance to the well and establishing sudonstructionor may order discontinuances of any veeitl the use
sealsand safeguards as are necessary to protect such water fobiits water if found contaminated, polluted or unfit for human

contamination.

consumption.It may also disseminate information relative to the

(6) “Well” means an excavation or opening into the grouri@nstructionsource and protection of such water supply
madeby digging, boring, drilling, driving or other methods for the (cm) Enter and inspect at reasonable hbeat exchange drill

purposeof obtaining groundwater for human consumption.
(8) “Well drilling” means the industry andprocedure

holesand equipment relating to the constructidieat exchange
drillholes on private or public property and order necessary

employedin obtaining groundwater from a well by digging, borcorrectionsand repairs relating to that construction or raeer
ing, drilling, driving or other methods but not including the drivdiscontinuancesf any heat exchange drillhole and its use if found
ing of points. It shall also include all construction work and instatontaminatedr polluted.

lation of well casings in said well involved therein for the (d) Require any well drillerpump installer or other person

protectionof such well water against pollution.

History: 1983 a. 1891995 a. 22%.938 Stats. 1995 s. 280.02005 a. 3602011
a. 150

280.11 Pure drinking water; powers of  department.
(1) Thedepartment shall, after a public hearing, prescphé;,

lish and enforce minimum reasonable standards and rulesegnd

responsibldor a water supply teecure an analysis of water by the
laboratory of hygiene or by any laboratory accredited by the
departmento establish the purity and fithess of such water for
humanconsumption and fatomestic purposes. A report of each
suchanalysis shall be submitted to the department.

(e) Prepare and cause to be printed any ctudistins or other

ulationsfor methods to be pursued in the obtaining of pure drindocumentshat the department determines aeeessary for the
ing water for human consumption and the establishing of &fetyof the public health and the betterment of the industifes,
safeguardsdeemed necessaip protecting the public health furnlsh copies of those documgnts to licensed drillers, licensed
againstthe hazards of polluted sourcesimpure water supplies Pumpinstallers and to the public upon request.

intendedor used for human consumption, including minimum (f) Furnish upon request of tbevner of any well, or any well
reasonablstandards for the construction of well pits. It shall hawdriller or pump installer recommendations for obtaining and
general supervision and control of all methods of obtainingnaintaininga safe water supply for human consumption.

groundwaterfor human consumption including sanitary cendi

(2) The department may oits own motion make investiga

tions surrounding the same, the construction or reconstructiontieins and conduct hearings and man its own motion or upon
wells and generally to prescribe, amend, modify or repeal any rglemplaintin writing, duly signed and verified by the complainant,
or regulation theretofore prescribed and shaladd perform any anduponnot less than 10 days’ notice to the licensed or registered

actdeemed necessary for the safeguarding of public health.

driller or licensed or registered pump instal&rspend or revoke

(2) In the conducbf any public hearing on the establishingas provided in subg3) and(4) any drillefs or pump installes
amendingor repealing of any such standards or rules, afigense or registration if the department has reason to belreve
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finds that the holder of the license or registration has done anyootheat exchangerilling unless the person is a licensed driléer
the following: licenseddriller has an ownership interest in the business, or the
(a) Made a material misstatement in the application for thEersonemploys or contractwith a licensed driller The depart
licenseor any application for a renewal of the license. mentmay not grant registration under faj to a person to engage
(b) Demonstrated incompetency to excthe industry or indus in the business of pump installing unless the person is a licensed
tries for which the license was issued. pumpinstaller a licensed pump installer has an ownership interest

(c) Willfully violated a second time any provision of this chapin the business, or the person employs or contracts witeresed
ter or any rule, regulation or order prescribed by the departmepimpinstaller

(d) Been found guilty in any cividr criminal proceeding of any  (b) Application. A person who seeks to register a drilling busi
actionconstituting fraud in connection with the drilleor pump nessor pump installing business shall apply to the department for
installer’swell drilling, heat exchange drillingr pump installing registrationof each place of business or retail outlet he or she oper
operations. atesas a drilling business or pump installing businesyath,

(3) The department shall serve a copy of the complaint witipon forms prepared by the department for this purpose. The
noticeof the suspensioof license, if ordered by the departmentapplicationshall beaccompanied by a registration fee for each
on the person complained against, and the person shall file placeof business or retail outlet included in the application.
answerwith the department and the complainasthin 10 days  (c) Renewal.In order to retain registration as a drillingsk
afterservice. The department shall set the méttehearing as nessor pump installing business a person shall apply for registra

promptly as possible and within 30 days after the date on whigén renewal and pay the required registration fees annuratly
the complaint wadiled. Either party may appear at the hearingeforeJanuary 1.

in person or by attorney or agent. _ _ (d) Registration fee The fees required for registration applica
(4) Thedepartment may not make an order revoking a licen§gn or annual renewal are as follows:

undersub.(2) until after a public hearing to be held before the Drilling business, $50
departmentn the county where the licensee has his or her place _° g R
of business. If the licensee is a nonresident, the hearing shall be?:- Pump installing business, $25.

atthe place that the department designatddeast 10 days prior 3. Drilling business and pump installing business, $75.

to the hearing the department shall send written notice of the timg(e) Late fees.A person who files aapplication for registration
and place of the hearing to the licensee and to the licersté® renewalor who fails to pay the required annual registration fees
ney or agent of record by mailing the notice to the last-knovifter January 1 shall pay a late penalty of $15.

addresf those persons. The testimony presented and proceed(s) expiration. All registrations issued under this subsection

ings had atthe hearing shall be recorded and preserved as @gﬂre on December 31 of each year and are not transferable.
recordsof the department. The department shall as soon as po .
(2m) DRILLER AND PUMP INSTALLER LICENSING. (&) Applica-

sible after the hearing makes findings and determination andtion. An individual who seeks a driller or pump installer license

senda copy to each interested party
. shall apply to the department on a form prepared by the depart
thgeﬁgﬁggavzggig%iggﬁgf rgvofa]fgnaorrlém‘ifrﬁesrea PErsRiint. The individual shall include the fee specified in @mwith
y apply ) the application, except that an individual who is eligible for the

(6) (a) No individual whose driller license has been revok ; 44i ;
underthis section mayduring the period in which the revocatio%et?g?;gee waiver program under45.44is not required to pay

is effective, en in any drillin ivity for which thieen . . . -
s effective, engage in any d g activity fo ch theense | (am) Activities authorized underiller license. In issuing a

wasissued excepainder the direct supervision of an individual, . / h : _
holding a license to conduct that activiand as an employee ofdriller license under this subsection, tepartment may specify
alicensed driller or a registered drilling business. thatthe license idimited to the authority to engage only in well

(b) No individual whose pump installerlicense has been IQrilling or to the authority to engage only in heat exchange dril

- . X i ; ing.
revokedunder this section maguring the period in which the N . .
revocationis efective, engage in any pump installing activity (b)_RenewaI.In_ order to retain his or her license as a driller or
exceptunder the direct supervision of an individual holding BUmpinstaller an individual shall do all of the following:
pumpinstaller's license and as an employee of a licensed pumg- Comply with requirements for continuing education premul

installeror registered pump installing business. gatedby the department by rule. The department shall require
History: 1975 c. 391977 c. 4181993 a482 1995 a. 22.939, Stats. 1995 s. continuingeducation specific to well drilling for individuals seek

280.13;1997 a. 1912005 a. 3602011 a. 150 ing to retain a driller license that authorizes well drilling and shall
Cross—reference: See also cNR 122 Wis. adm. code. requirecontinuing education specific to heaichange drilling for

individualsseeking to retain a driller license that authorizes heat

280.15 Drilling and pump installing; registration; exchange drilling.

l(';:;a gs;g?s’tra?;:)ﬁlggﬁﬂce”rférﬁﬁ o péﬂoﬁunigyE Zizz(@ﬁh? Tb'fj; 2. Apply for license renewal and pay the required license fees
nessof well drilling or heat exchange drilling in this state unleslénder par(c) annqally on or before. Januar)_/ 1. o

the person obtains registration under this paragesph driling ~ (€) Fees. The license fees required for license application or
businessand no persomay engage in the business of pumghnual renewal are as follows:

installingin this state unless the person obtains registration under 1. Driller, $50.

this paragraph as a pump installing business, except as follows: 2. pump installer$25.

1. An individual who isa licensed driller or a licensed pump  (d) Late fees. An individual who files an applicatiofor

installeris not required to obtain registration. licenserenewal or payshe required annual fees after January 1
2. Anindividual who is employed by licensed driller or a shallpay a late penalty of $15.
licensedpump installer is not required to obtain registration. (e) Prerequisites fopumpinstaller license. The department

3. Anindividual who is employed by a person who is regisnay not issue a pump installer license unless the applicant demon
tered under this paragraph is not required to obtain registratiostratescompetencyn pump installing by passing an examination
4. Anindividual to whom sul(4) or s.280.19applies is not administeredy the department.
requiredto obtain registration. (f) Prerequisites for driller licenselm. The department may
(am) Prerequisite. The department may not grant registrationot issue a driller license that authorizes well drilling unless all of
underpat (a) to a person to engage in the business ofdvidling  the following apply:
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a. The applicant demonstrates competency in well driiyng doneon thewell or heat exchange drillhole shall comply with the
passingan examination administered by the department. law and the rules promulgated by the department.

b. Except as provided in pég), the applicant has been afeg  History: 1983 a. 271995 a. 22%.940; Stats. 1995 s. 280.15999 a. 852001
istereddrilling rig operator for at least 2 years within thgegars 2 *0¢ 2005 @ 3602011 a. 150209 2013 a. 165

before applying, hascomplied with training and continuing 5g 15 pronibition on use of certain devices in wells.
educatiorrequirements under sul8g), and hashe well drilling 1y"}, this section®pitiess adapter” means a device that attaches
experiencaequired by the department by ryle. . awell casing pipe to an undgound pipe that conveys water from
2m. The department may not issue a driller license that-authge well.
rizesheat exchqnge drilling unless all of the foI!owmg apply: (2) No person may install a pitless adapter that extends into the
_a. The applicantemonstrates competency in heat exchanggside of a well casing pipe except if the sand screen is perma
drilling by passing an examination administered by the depagently attached to th@ottom of a well casing pipe that is eon
ment. structedof polyvinyl chloride. Onlythe following may install pit
b. Except as provided in p4g), the applicant has been a+teglessadapters:
istereddrilling rig operator for at least 2 years within thgears (@) A licensed pump installer
before applying, hascomplied with training and continuing
education requirements under sul{3g), and has the heat
exchangdrilling experience required by the department by rul
(9) Exceptions.1. The department may issue a driller Iicensi%
to an applicant who does not comply with.g§rim. b.or2m. b.
if the applicant complies with p&f) 1m. a.or 2m. a.and holds

adriller license in good standing from another state andehart  280.17 Exceptions. The provisions of this chapter shall not
mentdetermines that the other state has laws and rules governjggy to the construction of wells where the water is used fonly
well drilling and heat exchange drilling and Ilcen_smg qf V_Ve"d“"s_tockwatering andother similar domestic purposes and is not
ersandheat exchange drillers that are substantially similar to thigedfor human consumption.
state’slaws and rules. History: 1995 a. 227%.941; Stats. 1995 s. 280.17.
2. The department shall establislternative requirements to
par.(f) 1m. b.for applicants who have gained well drilling experi280.19 Registration exceptions. No registration or license
encebefore June 1, 2008. The department shall establish altefi@ae€ngage in the well drilling or pump installing industry is
tive requirements to paff) 2m. b.for applicants who have gainedrequiredof competent sanitary engineers or of superintendents of
heatexchange drilling experience before April 1, 2015. waterworkssystems in th@reparations of plans and specifica
(3g) DRILLING RIG OPERATORREGISTRATION. () Application. tIONSOr in supervising the installation of wells and water systems
An individual who seeks registration aslrilling rig operator shall for the obtaining of supplies of groundwatbut the plans and
apply to the department on a form prepared by the departme}ﬂgmflcatlonshall conform to all requirements established by the
Theindividual shall include a fee of $25, except that an individudFPartment.
whois eligible for the veterans fee waiver program undébsi4 ~ Mistory: 1995a. 22%.942 Stats. 1995 s. 280.19005 a. 360

is not required to pay the fee. . . . . . 280.21 Local authority . (1) ORDINANCES. The department
(b) Rengwa}l.'ln order to retain registration as a drilling fi9may authorize counties to adopt ordinances und&® .0 (6)(b)
operatoran individual shall do all of the following: and(c), relating to the enforcement of tlikapter and rules of the
1. Complete training approved by the department. departmentinder this chapterThe department shall establish by
2. Comply with requirements for continuing education-pragule standards for approval of ordinances and enforceprent
mulgatedoy the department by rule. The department shall requiggams. Among other things, the rules may:
continuingeducation specific to well drilling for individuals seek  (a) Incluce personneltraining reportingand che requirements;
ing to retain a drilling rig operatts registration that authorizes (b) Establish separate standards fofedént categories of
well drilling and shall require continuing education specific taells and enforcement actions;
heatexchange drilling for individuals seeking to retaidriling (c) Require approval by the department before a variarage
rig operatofs registration that authorizégat exchange drilling. pe granted; and
3. Apply for registration renewal and pay a fee of $25 annu (d) Establish exemptions from licensing or alternate licensing
ally on or before January 1. requirementgor replacement of a pump in an egency.
(d) Late fees.An individual who files an application for regis  (2) Private weLLs. The departmershall define by rule “pri
trationrenewal or who pays the required annual fee after Januggtewell” and “private wells” as used in this section anfi%70
1 shall pay a late penalty of $15. (6). The definition may not include wells for which plans and
(3r) SurervisioN. (a) Requirement.Except as provided in specificationsmust be submitted to ttdepartment for approval
par.(b) and sub(4), an individual who is not a licensed driller orprior to construction or installation.
aregistered drilling rig operator may engage in drilling a well or (3) TrainING. The department shall provigraining and tech
heatexchange drillhole only if the individual is under the supehical assistance to local government employaed agents for
vision of a licensed driller or a registered drilling rig operatho  implementatiorof this section and §9.70 (6) The department
is on the site of the drilling. may chage each county which receives training and technical
(b) Exception. Paragraplfa) does not apply to an individual assistancea fee for those services. Fees may not exceed the
performingwell drilling of a public well for a local governmental department’sactual costs of providing the services.

(b) An employee of licensed pump installer or a registered
gumpinstalling business.
_ (c) A welder under contract with a licensed pump instalter

gisteredoump installing business.
History: 1997 a. 1222005 a. 360

unit if the individualapplies for registration under suBg)no  (4) Review anp AuDIT. The department shall review and audit
laterthan 14 days after the day on which the individual begins g@riodicallyeach ordinance and program adoptader s59.70
performthe well drilling. (6) to ascertain compliance with this chapter and with ruléiseof

(4) WoRk oN owN REAL ESTATE. No individual is requiretlb  departmentinder this chapteif an ordinance or related program
obtaina registration or license under this section for well drillings not in compliance, the department may revoke the authority of
or heat exchange drilling on real estate owned or leased by tietcounty to enforce the ordinance. Revocation may be made
individual, but the well or heat exchange drillhole and the wornly pursuant to written department findings made afgulgic
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hearingheld in the county upon 30 days advance notice to the(2m) HEAT EXCHANGEDRILLHOLE ABANDONMENT. An individ-
clerk of the local unit of government. ual may not fill or seal a heat exchange drillhole unless the individ

(5) CONCURRENTENFORCEMENT. Thedepartment may enforce ual is a licensed driller who is authorized by the department to
this chapter andules of the department under this chapter that #8gagen heat exchange drilling.
coveredby an ordinance adopted unde$%.70 (6) in thecounty (3) PROPERTYTRANSFERWELL INSPECTIONS. (&) An individual
with the ordinancef the department is engaged in audit or reviewnay not for compensation, in contemplatioha transfer of real
activities,if there is reasonable cause to believe that the ordinapeceperty,conduct an inspection of the real property for the pur
or related enforcement program of the county is not in compliangeseof locating or evaluating water supply wells or pressure sys
undersub.(4) or if the department determines that there are sgemson the real property unless the individual is a licensed driller
cial circumstances requiring concurrent enforcementhe whois authorized by the department to engageeh drilling or
departmenshall continue to enforce this chapter anlés of the alicensed pump installer
departmentinder this chapter that are not covered by an ordinance(b) The department shall promulgate rules for inspections and
in counties with ordinances adopted undéi%70 (6) evaluationgdescribed in pata).

History: 1983 a. 4101995 a. 2011995 a. 227.944; Stats. 1995 s. 280.21. History: 2005 a. 3602011 a. 150

Cross—-reference: See sNR 812.26 Wis. adm. code.

280.25 Report on aquifer recovery system. (1) In this
section: 280.97 Penalties. Except as provided in 280.98 (3) any

(a) “Aquifer storage and recovery system” has the meaniﬁgrsonwho violates any provision of this chaptshall be fined
givenin s.160.257 (1) not less than $10r more than $100 or imprisoned not more than

« - " . . . 30 days, or both. Each day during which a violation continues
16(()?%57?%1?::(;|pal water system” has the meaning giversin constitutesa separate t#nse that may be punished separately

. History: 1993 a. 4821995 a. 228.943 Stats. 1995 s. 280.97997 a. 272005
(2) The operator of a municipal water system that uses arsesa

aquiferstorage and recovery system sisalbmit a report to the o ) .

departmentno later than the first day of the 60th month afte#80.98 Citations. (1) Except as provided in sulb), the
beginningto operate th@quifer storage and recovery Systenqepartmenmayfollow the procedures for the ISsuance Of a—C.lta
describingthe experience that the operator has had with using fih under ss23.50t0 23.99to collect a forfeiture as specified in

aquiferstorage and recovery system. sub.(3) from a person who commits a violation specified under
History: 2001 a. 109 sub.(2).
) (2) Thedepartment shall promulgate rules that spedifia-
280.30 Well and heat exchange drillhole abandon - tionsof rules under this chapter relating to licensing; registration;

ment; property transfer inspecj[ions - (1)“ DerINITION. Not _disinfection, sampling, and reporting requirements; waigs
withstandings. 280.01 (6) in this section, “water supply well’ temsthat were installed before February 1, 1991; and welfitbr
meansan excavation or opening into the ground made by diggings|e abandonment to which sufd) applies.

boring, drilling, or other method that supplies water for any pur (3) A person who commits a violation specified under &2p.

pose. o . shall,if the department issues a citatiomder sub(1), be required
(2) WELL ABANDONMENT. An individual may not fill or seal @ tq forfeit $500 for a first violation and $1,000 for a 2nd or subse
watersupply well unless one of the following applies: quentviolation of the same provision.
(a) The individual is a licensed driller who is authorized by the (4y The departmen shal promulgae wles tha specify an
departmento engage in well drilling or licensed pump installerentorcementproces tha the departmen musgt follow before
(b) The individual is under the supervision of a licensed drill§ssuinga dtation unde sub. (1). The departmenshal include
who s authorized by the department to engagesh drilling or  in the enforcemenproces inde this sibsectim an enforcement
licensed pump installer or the individual is under the supervisigBnferencewith the personagaing whom enforcemenis wn-
of a water system operator certified unde2&l.17 (3)and the templated.
well is within the service area tife local governmental water sys (5) Subsectiorf1) does rot apply to a @mmunity water sys-
temfor which the certified operator works. The licensed orcer'giem’as cefined in s 281.8 (1) (a), that is ovned by a dty, vil-
fied individual is not required to bgresent during the filling or lage,town, county, town sanitary district, utility district, public
sealing. ) . inland lake protectim and rehabilitationdistrict, or municipal
(c) The individual is a water system operator certified undefaterdistrict, or by a privately owned water utility serving any
s.281.17 (3)and the well isvithin the service area of the localof the foregoing.
governmentaivater system for which the individual works. History: 2005 a. 3602011 a. 150
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